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3. IDENTIFICATION
A small fast flying bird that appears black in flight, and often seen feeding in small
groups. The bird is dark grey-brown on the back, slightly paler on the crown of the head
and rump. A slight gloss may be noticed on the head and upper wings. The underside is
paler (more greyish). The tail is slightly forked and as the upper wings blackish-brown.

differences between adults and sub-adults.

A4

;I'he bird has an average length of 11 cm and wing span of 28cm

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, X

and a mass of ~ 11-12 /

(2 & MoE unpublished data).

,,,,, Y oz

J

| Deleted:

| Deleted:

Deleted: (Skerret in press NOTE: This
is not a primary citation or source))

Inserted: NOTE: Thisisnotg  [16]

(
[ Deleted: Conservation's data
(

| Deleted: NUMBERED REF>

)
Deleted: | }‘
)

) [ Inserted: NUMBERED REF>
," | Deleted: adapted from

| Deleted: MacDonald,

\
\
- [ Inserted: , MoE unpublished data }

\ [ Deleted: the measurements m{"  117]

- | Deleted: A |
Mean Standard Sample " | Deleted: : |
(mm) Deviation Size [ Deleted: (MacDonald 1977) ]
Mﬂgq ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, | Deleted: Wing Length{
120.86 254 63 Cimsoriod: Vst [18]]
Tail Length (Inner e T
leted: chord?
feathers) 48.16 1.25 57 1 ——— }
Tail Length eleted: fetahers
(Outer feathers) 52,82 1.59 57 | Deleted: 7 |
BllL 777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 [ Inserted: ? }
Length 4.16 0.10 57  Deleted: ? |
gic 0 ) \ Deleted: eak Culmen to skull("__ [19]
Depth 2.26 0.14 57 [ Inserted: Culmen to skull or feathers }
Tarsus ‘ | Deleted: Beak |
. 7.63 0.51 25 [ Deleted: Lenght }
) \\ \ Deleted: length \
| S e S T T T T {Inserted:length }
The swiftlet is rarely heard whilst outside their caves, except for a soft twitter. Inside the (Deteted: 1 |
caves they uses echolocation to navigate in the darkness. This is a yattling call made up of —
. ; s . P i - Deleted: rattling call |
sharp and rapid clicks "Click-click-click".
[ Deleted: Cave S }
4. RANGE AND POPULATION ) { Deleted: The population eStim{W
/ " | Deleted: |
The swiftlet is now restricted to the islands of Mahe, Praslin and La Digue. The range has . - [ Inserted: }
contracted, with , one known case of population extinction on Felicite. It appears that =~ - | Deleted: remained more or les{ 217 |
distribution , is influenced by availability, of suitable nest-caves. There are currently | beleted: only
three v KUQVX’U %Qnﬁ, er 9§C,h, I,Sl,a,ng, Q,n,M,ahe, Ih,e, ga,v,e,l,oga,tgq ?t, I:‘:i 7Q0797U§\ N [ Deleted: (relative abundance)

suspected in the Morne Seychellois and Cap Ternay area. On Praslin the cave is located
at Mt Cabris, one other cave is reported to have been destroyed whilst the location of a

H . A B \ \\ { Deleted: distribution
Glacis where a cave was suspected. There is a disused cave at le Niole and caves are = {Deleted' tos

“ v [ Deleted: to have cave swiflets

| Deleted: is

by the authors

I A A A

[ Deleted:
(




the cave is found at Nid D’Aigle.
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