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The trip afforded an opportunity for IE representatives 
Juan Martínez-Gómez and Helen Horblit to meet in situ 
with Stefan Stadler, the coordinator of the European 
Endangered Species Program for the Socorro Dove 
(EEP) and Studbook holder, and Kirsty Swinnerton, 
formerly of the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation Pink Pigeon 
Project. From this meeting, final details of the Recovery 
Plan for the Socorro Dove were incorporated and potential 
release sites for the doves were identified. Participants 
were able to visit many habitats on the island, ranging 
from severely degraded areas on the south side of the 
island to relatively pristine forests in the north. They were 
also fortunate to see most of the surviving, but critically 
endangered, endemic land birds inhabiting the island.  
The pressing importance of conserving this threatened 
habitat, which supports such high endemism, became 
apparent to all expedition members. Thus, Island 
Endemics has made a commitment to integrate 
comprehensive restoration actions to the Recovery 
Program for the Socorro Dove to save the island habitat 
required by all endemics on Socorro Island. 
The generous support afforded the Socorro Dove Project 
by the Naval Command in Mexico City cannot be 
overemphasized, as well as the hospitality by the Naval 
Base on Socorro, and the crew of the vessel ARM 
Zapoteco (currently on a relief mission in the Indian 
Ocean). They made this important reconnaissance and 
planning expedition possible and are invaluable partners 
in the effort to return the Socorro dove to its ancestral 
home.  
 
Contributed by Helen Horblit, Island Endemics Foundation, 
P.O. Box 320097, San Francisco, CA.94132 USA, E-mail: 
socorrodove@att.net; Juan E. Martínez-Gómez, Av. 16 de 
Septiembre 1758, Veracruz, Ver. 91900, Mexico. E-mail: 
endemicos_insularis@yahoo.com.mx; & Stefan Stadler, 
Frankfurt Zoo, Alfred-Brehm-Platz 16, D-60316 Frankfurt, 
Germany, E-mail: stefan.stadler@stadt-frankfurt.de .    
 
 
 

Conservation of the  
yellow-eared parrot in  

Colombia, South America 
 

T he yellow-eared parrot (Ognorhynchus icterotis), 
native to the High Andes of Colombia and Ecuador, is 

Critically Endangered. No longer found in Ecuador, it was 
re-discovered by Fundación ProAves in Colombia in 1999 
with a population of only 81 birds. Fundación ProAves 
launched a recovery effort, ‘Proyecto Ognorhynchus’, 
funded principally by the Loro Parque Fundación with 
partner funding from the Zoological Society for the 
Conservation of Species and Populations (ZGAP), and 
contributions from the American Bird Conservancy and 
other supporters. The excellent result to date is that the 
total population now numbers over 600 birds, and the 
project ranks as one of the most successful conservation 
efforts in South America. This success has been achieved 
by using a multi-pronged approach with many distinct 
activities under way at the same time, and some astute 
applied science to what was a little-known species. The 
species is not known in captivity, and re-introduction is not 
part of the recovery effort. However, the conservation 
activities include many elements transferable to re-
introduction projects. 
 

The yellow-eared parrot is adapted to wet montane forest 
in the upper subtropical and lower temperate zones, 1,200 
to 3,400 m above mean sea level. It has a close biological 
relationship to the wax palm (Ceroxylon sp.), which has 
suffered catastrophic decline from forest clearance, 
despite being Colombia’s national tree. The yellow-eared 
parrots nest in loose colonies in the trunks and feed on 
the fruits of the palms. Human disturbance and 
persecution have been additional pressures. 
 
Direct protection of forest habitat, palms and parrots at the 
two geographically separate sites has resulted in the 
explosion in breeding output. Habitat restoration and 
fencing of land have both increased the habitat 
availability, with more than 15,000 trees planted in the 
period January to October 2003 alone. Half of the 
breeding population has produced an average of two 
young per nest and has had two breeding attempts per 
year. Artificial nest-boxes have been installed on palm 
trees without natural cavities and, after a slow start, there 
is now breeding success from the new box designs. 
 
‘Proyecto Ognorhynchus’ runs a strong campaign for 
public awareness of the species and the project, and has 
almost stopped the destructive use of wax palms for the 
traditional Palm Sunday processions. The environmental 
education and local community involvement has resulted 
in generation of community workshops, local radio 
campaigns and visits to local schools by project personnel 
Local people have responded positively, taking pride in 
what they now understand is a very special parrot unique 
to their region. 
 
Contributed by David Waugh PhD, Director, Loro Parque 
Fundación, Loro Parque 38400 Puerto de la Cruz Tenerife, 
Canary Islands, Spain. E-mail: environment@loroparque-
fundacion.org 
 
 
 

Conservation introductions of 
Seychelles fody and warbler to 

Denis Island, Seychelles 
 

T he Seychelles fody (Foudia sechellarum) and 
Seychelles warbler (Acrocephalus sechellensis) are 

two of eight endangered endemic bird species, both 
currently listed as “Vulnerable” on the basis of their very 
small ranges (BirdLife International, 2000.) The goals of 
the five-year Action Plans for both species are “Down 
listing” from ‘Vulnerable’ to ‘Near Threatened’. The 
objective of the Seychelles Fody Action Plan is to 
increase the range to six islands and the population to 
2,000 mature individuals by 2006, and the objective of the 
Seychelles Warbler Action Plan is to increase the range to 
five islands and over 3,000 individuals by 2006. 
 
In January 2004, 47 Seychelles fodys were moved from 
Frégate Island to Denis Island to establish a breeding 
population on Denis. In May and June, 58 Seychelles 
warblers were moved from Cousin Island to Denis Island 
to establish a breeding population. The successful 
establishment of populations of fody and warbler on Denis 
will greatly improve the conservation status of both 
species. In fact it should lead to down listing of the 
Seychelles fody to near threatened, a significant 
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conservation management achievement. One further 
translocation would be required to down list the warbler.  
 
Denis is outside the known natural range of both species; 
however the distribution of bird species prior to human 
settlement in the Seychelles is very poorly known and 
therefore not necessarily accurate. In addition there are 
currently very few islands free of mammalian predators 
that could support translocated populations of Seychelles 
fody and Seychelles warbler. Denis is within the inner 
island group, approximately 50 km from the other central 
Granitic populations, and the Seychelles fody can thrive 
on coralline islands, as indicated by the population on 
D’Arros. 
 
Denis was identified as a suitable island for both species 
on a number of criteria: a large area of native forest exists 
including 30 ha of restored native forest where dense 
coconut has been removed and replaced with native 
species; mammalian predators are absent following the 
eradication of cats in 2000 and rats in 2002; the range of 
foods and favoured tree species exploited by both birds 
are present on Denis; and island tenure and management 
practice is appropriate to endemic bird populations. 
 
The translocations were undertaken just prior to the main 
breeding seasons, when birds do not have dependent 
juveniles and when they are at their heaviest weights. The 
translocated individuals were a mix of independent 
juveniles and adults with a sex ratio of c.50% male and 
c.50% female. Birds were caught in mist nets, transferred 
by airplane (fody) and helicopter (warbler) and released 
immediately on arrival. It is too soon to be sure of the 
establishment of self sustaining breeding populations, 
however early signs are very positive. Both species are 
breeding successfully and juveniles of both species have 

been observed. Monitoring of the translocated populations 
is ongoing and we hope to be able to report two 
conservation introduction successes in the near future. 
 
The fody translocation was a joint project between Nature 
Seychelles, Denis Island and Frégate Island and the 
warbler translocation a joint project between Nature 
Seychelles, the Warbler Study Group (Universities of 
Gröningen, Netherlands, and East Anglia, UK) and Denis 
Island. The translocations were approved by the 
Seychelles Government. Funding was received from the 
Seychelles Environment Trust Fund, a Rufford Small 
Grant and African Bird Club. 
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Re-introduction of saddleback  
to Boundary Stream Mainland 

Island, New Zealand – returning  
a predator vulnerable  

species to the mainland 
 

T he management of the previously endangered 
saddleback (Philesturnus rufusater; tieke) is one of 

New Zealand’s conservation success stories. The 
saddleback is a medium-sized forest passerine and a 
member of the New Zealand wattlebird family Callaeidae. 
Saddleback have two distinct geographical sub-species: 
Philesturnus rufasater in the North Island and 
Philesturnus curunculatus curunculatus in the South 
Island. Saddleback feed on invertebrates, spending a 
significant proportion of the time on the ground and often 
nesting in low cavities. These characteristics make them 
vulnerable to predation and have largely contributed to 
their decline. By the turn of the 20th century, saddleback 
had become extinct on the mainland. Formally 
widespread across the country, numbers were decimated 
by rats, mustelids and cats. Only 500 North Island 
saddleback were left, found only on Hen Island, and 36 
South Island saddleback remained on Big South Cape 
Island. Successful transfers by the Wildlife Service and 
later the Department of Conservation resulted in changing 
North Island saddleback’s status from endangered to a 
total population of over 7,000, and the South Island sub-
species to 1,200. Until recently, saddleback were 
restricted to ten off-shore islands, one lake island and a 
population within the predator-proof fenced Karori Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Wellington. 
 
Boundary Stream Mainland Island (BSMI) is a 800 ha 
Scenic Reserve in the Hawke’s Bay. It is intensively 
managed by the Department of Conservation as a 
“mainland island” where pests and predators are 
controlled to near zero numbers by trapping and 
poisoning. North Island robin, North Island brown kiwi and 
North Island kokako have already been successfully re-
established in the reserve. The Department of 
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