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				We are a leading environmental NGO in Seychelles and the Western Indian Ocean and the BirdLife Partner in Seychelles Read more 
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				We manage Cousin Island Special Reserve, the global conservation success. Visit the Cousin Website  to learn more
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				Nature Seychelles Reef Rescuer's project is restoring coral reefs affected by climate change Read more

				
												


														

				

							
			
			
							
						



   
 
        

        

        
	                 
                        
                        
   
                        

		How Can We Partner?
	
	



		
	
		
										
						[image: ]Implementing SDGs
Working with government, development partners and donors in implementing the SDGs
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Nature Seychelles is building content for a Blue Economy model



				
								

	


	
	
		
										
					 	  [image: ]   Species Management 
  Our science programme involves research, monitoring and management of threatened endemic wildlife and their habitats 
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						[image: ]Climate Change
Our adaptation projects have been game-changing
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		News and Blogs
	

	
	    	    	
	    			    			Latest News	    			    	
	
	    			    			Cousin Island News	    			    	
	
	    			    			Blue Economy Seychelles	    			    	
	
	    			    			Green Health Blog	    			    	
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        				Anse Boileau Secondary School gets an Environmental Activity Centre                        

   		    	Nature Seychelles and the Ministry of Education partner to foster new generation of conservationists
Anse Boileau Secondary School is the proud recipient of a much-anticipated environmental activity centre for its Locally Empowered Area Protection (LEAP) Junior Club.

    	Read more
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        				Planet vs Plastics: End plastic use for Earth Day                        

   		    	April is here, and with it comes one of the most significant events for environmental awareness - Earth Day and Earth Month.

    	Read more
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        				Farewell to the ‘Turtle Rush Hour’ and to our volunteers                        

   		    	The 2023-24 turtle season on Cousin Island Special Reserve has ended. There haven't been any sightings of Hawksbill turtles coming up to nest for several weeks now, according to the turtle team.

    	Read more
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        				Raise a toast to the Lungs of the Earth on International Forests Day                        

   		    	Grab your hiking boots and go through a forest. Take a deep breath, savour the clean air, and marvel at nature's air purifier. Search for hidden treasures - from silent streams to loud waterfalls. Listen to birds and look out for tiny frogs and rare plants. Smell herbs and spices and enjoy nature's aromatherapy. Hug a tree and thank the forest for all it provides. International Forests Day is...
    	Read more
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                        Insights from Volunteering with Nature Seychelles

            
            
            
                        
                
                                The post Insights from Volunteering with Nature Seychelles appeared first on Cousin Island.                            

            
                        
                Read more...
            
            
            

        
	
                        Volunteering on Cousin Island – A Conservation Journey

            
            
            
                        
                
                                The post Volunteering on Cousin Island – A Conservation Journey appeared first on Cousin Island.                            
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                        Research: Roaming seabirds need ocean-wide protection, research shows

            
            
            
                        
                
                                Unlike other oceans, which are known to have specific “hotspots” where predators, including seabirds, gather in large numbers to feed, the Indian Ocean lacks such concentrated feeding areas, a recent paper has revealed. This lack of hotspots is particularly concerning given the various threats seabirds face due to human activities.[…]                            
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                        Saya de Malha leaves for its third dFAD clean-up expedition

            
            
            
                        
                
                                (Seychelles Nation) The Saya de Malha vessel of the Seychelles Coast Guard (SCG) left Port Victoria yesterday afternoon for its third drifting Fishing Aggregate Devices (dFAD) expedition clean-up exercise in Seychelles territorial waters and shores of the outer islands.  As customary since the first expedition in October 2022, students from Seychelles[…]                            
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                        Windowsill Edibles

            
            
            
                        
                
                                This Flipboard collection from the Food Desk has great articles with tips for growing vegetables on windowsills, in the absence of a garden. Learn more:[…]                            
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                        The Science of Composting (and Why It’s Good for the Planet)

            
            
            
                        
                
                                Here is some very useful information from the Quick and Dirty Tips on why composting is good for the planet. Briefly, In compost, microorganisms breakdown[…]                            

            
                        
                Read more...
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		Coming Soon!
	
Coral Aquaculture Facility!

[image: coral aquaculture web banner]

We have started work on the Assisted Recovery of Corals (ARC) facility to revolutionise our coral reef restoration process Learn more



Find Us On ...
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Implementing the SDGs

[image: ]

At Nature Seychelles we are committed to working with government, development partners and donors in implementing relevant actions, in particular, looking at certain goals where we can build on our existing strengths. Read more
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																									Seychelles is a unique environment, which sustains a very special biodiversity. It is special for a number of different reasons. These are the oldest oceanic islands to be found anywhere...
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																									Seychelles is a paradise for birdwatchers, you can easily see the unique land birds, the important sea bird colonies, and the host of migrants and vagrants.  Some sea bird...
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																									Black Parrot or Kato Nwar in Creolee is brown-grey in colour, not truly black. Many bird experts treat it as a local form of a species found in Madagascar and...
								
																								
												
																									

												
																								
																				
												
																								

												
											

										

									

																																			
										
											
																								
											
																								
												
																									
																													
															
															Fairy Tern																													
															
													

																								
																									
														
																													
																	
																																	
																	
																	Seabird Species																																	
																	
															
														
																											
														
																											

													
															
												
												
																									The Fairy (or white) Tern is a beautiful bird seen on all islands in Seychelles, even islands like Mahe where they are killed by introduced rats, cats and Barn Owls....
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																									A little over two hundred years ago, there were no humans living permanently in Seychelles. When settlement occurred, people naturally brought with them the animals and plants they needed to...
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																									Although over 190 different species of bird have been seen on or around the central islands of Seychelles (and the number is increasing all the time), many of these are...
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																									Shallow seas and estuaries are very rich in invertebrate life. Many birds feed on the worms, crabs and shellfish in these habitats; often, they have long bills for probing sand...
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																									The most endangered of the endemic birds, Seychelles Magpie Robin or Pi Santez in Creole, came close to extinction in the late twentieth century; in 1970 there were only about...
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																									The Seychelles Blue Pigeon or Pizon Olande in Creole, spends much of its life in the canopy of trees and eats the fruits of figs, bwa dir, ylang ylang and...
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																									The Seychelles White-eye or Zwazo Linet in Creole, is rare and endemic. They may sometimes be seen in gardens and forest over 300m at La Misere, Cascade and a few...
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																									The Seychelles Black Paradise Flycatcher or the Vev in Creole is endemic to Seychelles, you cannot find this bird anywhere else on earth.  Although it was once widespread on...
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																									The tiny sunbird or Kolibri in Creole, is one of the few endemic species that has thrived since humans arrived in the Seychelles.
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		Achievements
	
		
		
					Stopped near extinctions of birds				+	

		
		
						Down-listing of the critically endangered Seychelles warbler from Critically Endangered to Near Threatened. Other Seychelles birds have also been saved including the Seychelles Magpie Robin, Seychelles Fody, and the Seychelles…					

	


	
		
					Restored whole island ecosystems				+	

		
		
						We transformed Cousin Island from a coconut plantation to a thriving vibrant and diverse island ecosystem. Success achieved on Cousin was replicated on other islands with similar conservation activities. 					

	


	
		
					Championed climate change solutions				+	

		
		
						Nature Seychelles has risen to the climate change challenge in our region in creative ways to adapt to the inevitable changing of times. 					

	


	
		
					Education and Awareness				+	

		
		
						We have been at the forefront of environmental education, particularly with schools and Wildlife clubs					

	


	
		
					Sustainable Tourism				+	

		
		
						We manage the award-winning eco-tourism programme on Cousin Island started in 1970					
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			Mauritius and Seychelles to Jointly Manage Extended Continental Shelf


			
		
			
		
		

		
[image: ]April 29th 2011 - Seychelles and Mauritius have received official notification from the Secretariat of the United Nations (Division for the Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs) that following a Joint Submission both countries will now have jurisdiction, as provided under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), over an extended Continental Shelf of 396,000 sq. kilometers in the Mascarene region outside the border of their two respective Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs).

 
Between 1977 and 1978, the Seychelles staked its claims to its territorial waters and EEZ A new Maritime Zones Act was enacted to be in conformity with UNCLOS which had come into force in 1994. Under UNCLOS every coastal State gets a 200 mile continental shelf [image: ] automatically and this is the basis of the EEZ. But some coastal States can claim an extended Continental Shelf beyond the 200 miles if the shelf meets the criteria laid under Article 76 of UNCLOS. Article 76 is entitled “Definition of the Continental Shelf” and it lays down criteria for defining the Shelf and its extensions. Countries have 10 years following ratification of UNCLOS to make a claim for extension.

Seychelles and Mauritius have been working over the last 3 years to meet this 10 year deadline for claiming an extended Continental Shelf. On 26 March 2009 Seychelles and Mauritius formally presented a Joint Submission to the United Nations Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.  The Joint Submission represents a portion only of the extended Continental Shelf claimed by each of the two submitting States. The Joint Submission states that “submissions for such other portions of extended Continental Shelf shall be made by each of the two submitting States individually at an appropriate time."

The Joint Submission was thereafter examined in detail by a Sub commission. Following several interactions and discussions the case went through the final defense stage earlier this year and the recommendations were adopted by the plenary on 30th March 2011. 
 Recommendations made by the United Nations Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf are final and binding on all States party to the Convention and this gives Seychelles and Mauritius sovereign rights to jointly manage and exploit the seabed and subsoil of the Joint Area (approximately the size of Germany) in accordance with a framework agreement that is currently under final stages of discussions by the two countries. A Joint Management Committee has been established for this purpose.

These rights are exclusive in the sense that if Seychelles and Mauritius jointly do not explore the extended Continental Shelf or exploit its natural resources, no one may undertake these activities without the express consent of the two States. The natural resources consist of the mineral and other non-living resources of the seabed and subsoil together with bottom-living organisms such as clams, sponges and crabs. The States also have control over marine research on and below  the shelf.

Nirmal Shah 



Attachments:	[image: Download this file (419_SMS-ES-MAP%201_R.pdf)]Map of Extended Continental Shelf	[Map of Extended Continental Shelf]	3121 kB
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		Our History
	
Since 1998.

Seychelles Nature, Green Health, Climate Change, Biodiversity Conservation & Sustainability Organisation

@CousinIsland Manager

Facebook: http://goo.gl/Q9lXM

Roche Caiman, Mahe
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		Donate
	
We accept donations. Your support and generosity help us continue with our work in nature conservation in Seychelles. Email nature@seychelles.net[image: donate]
		




		Contact Us
	
Centre for Environment & Education

Roche Caiman,

P.O. Box 1310, Mahe, Seychelles

Tel:+ 248 2519090

Email: nature@seychelles.net
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